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ABSTRACT 

INTRODUCTION 

i. 39 species dis¬ 
tributed in Asiatic and Pacific regions of the world (Mabberley 2008). Gould (1972) while revising Garnotia, 
recognized 29 species and six varieties and categorised them under two sections, sect. Garnotia and sect. 
Scoparia. In India, Garnotia is represented by about 12 species (Prakash &  Jain 1979) and most of them are dis¬ 
tributed in Peninsular India. In Kerala, this genus has so far been represented by 10 species (Nayar etal. 2006). 
The present new taxon from Kerala state is an additional species to the known species of the genus. 

Garnotia from a moist rocky area of Variyan 
the specimen was distinct from the hitherto known species of the genus. It is described and illustrated here as 
a new species. 

Annual herbs. Culms 15-105 cm long, erect or geniculate, generally purplish; nodes villous, lower ones root¬ 
ing. Leaf sheaths upto 8 cm long, slightly keeled, striate, tuberculate hairy, margins ciliate; ligules ca. 0.5 mm 
long, membranous; blades 4-15 x 0.8-2 cm, ovate-lanceolate or broadly lanceolate, base rounded to shallowly 
cordate, margins scabrid towards apex, apex acuminate, softly pubescent, articulated to sheath, membranous, 
lower side generally purplish, upper side greenish, collar hairy. Panicles 9-30 cm long, narrowly contracted; 
branches 2-4 per node in distant fascicles, 1.8-4 cm long, appressed to main axis, erect; rachis triquetrous to 
flattened, 1-1.3 mm broad, convex on back, scabrid on outer margins. Spikelets paired, dissimilar, one sessile 
and the other pedicelled, 3-3.3 x 0.5-0.6 mm, lanceolate, acuminate at apex, 1-flowered; callus shortly bearded 
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of pedicelled spikelet; H. Palea. Photos by C.N. Sunil (type collection: Sunil &  Naveen Kumar 6193 (CAL)). 
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Table 1. Diagnostic morphological characters of Garnotia variyamensis and Gamotia courtallensis. 

Conservation status.—The distribution of Garnotia variyamensis showed that there were less than 245 mature 
individuals restricted to an area of 5km2. By following IUCN criteria for assessing the status of rare and threat¬ 
ened plants (IUCN, 2001), Garnotia variyamensis is belonging to critically endangered (CR) category. 
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